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Summer is over for those If Rotary clubs have not

of us in the northern submitted their club plans
hemisphere and those of for literacy in this new year
you in the south are to their District Literacy

beginning to think about Chair it is not too late to do
summer’s coming again. SO. Plans always help clubs
So for many of us it is bac t0 measure their September 8th or celebrate
to work after those achievement against their  Literacy Month in March.
wonderful holidays. This original plans. Clubs are  Highlighting International
also means that many  reminded that the Literacy Literacy Day during the

Rotary clubs are also Goals and Awards were  week of September 8th is
getting down to serious  highlighted in the July issue an excellent way to tell you
. # objectives and projects. Ir Of this newsletter. For club what your club plans
: this issue is listed a numb¢ €xample, to earn a Zone  are for literacy during the
$ o 2 of key contacts for Rotary Award a club must either  new year. A 2-3 minute
’ clubs to use as they celebrate International presentation can cover a lot
develop literacy projects. Literacy Day the week of  of material.
(! $ O#
)
+ / ) )
, % - + , % ¥ )
!
+ o0&l 3
2
N ) -l

!
"H$%E " .
#( ) ) )
¥ )! [ )




, # 1 %

This report was submitted by PDG Janice Teetsell, D
7470

On June 18, 2008 my life was changed as | watcBed 1
year-old Patrick Garcia announce to then outgoihg R
President Wilf Wilkinson on the RI International
Convention stage, in front of thousands of Rotaidhm
reading books on nanotechnology and alternate gnerg
sources.” Here was a young man who just a yeardefo
could not read. | was struck by the possibilithéedp
youngsters — and adults — who cannot read — become
empowered by learning to read. | had discovered
Computer Assisted Literacy Solutions — CALS.

In the year since | first saw Patrick, and madeocanse to
PRIP Wilf Wilkinson that | would bring CALS to Distt
7470, CALS is a reality — thanks to Morristown Rygta
President Glenn Garth and David Walker, executive
director of the Morristown Neighborhood House. @avi
and his staff presented CALS to our District Coefee
and 22 clubs offered their support for the expamsio
CALS in Morristown. The number of students who are
using CALS in Morristown will expand over time then
to the support of other clubs.

However CALS is needed in other parts of our Distri
CALS can be used in a school setting, a libraryadunt
literacy program, community programs like the
Neighborhood House, in a jail, prison or juveniahtion
facility or in a home. CALS is a computer basedgoam
which teaches foundation skills for reading andimeitis
a self-paced teaching program for children andtadiil
can enable a child who has fallen behind to capclan
adult who has only minimal reading skills to gain

sufficient skills to apply for a job, take a dritgetest,
and help his or her child with schoolwork.

In an article in The Press of Atlantic City in Janu
2009, a report issued by the National Center for
Education Statistics found that “New Jersey andr@ao
tie for the sixth-worst illiteracy rate in the rati— a
shocking 17 percent.” While the article went on to
discuss how immigrants form a significant part @i
Jersey’s illiteracy figures, poverty and something
referred to as the “urban-suburban gap” is equally
disturbing. In April 2009 a New York Times article
reported that “the average high school graduatidhe
nation’s 50 largest cities was 53 percent, compaiidd
71 percent in the suburbs.” It has been estimdiaid t
only 54 percent of freshmen in New York City gratdua
within four years, versus 83 percent in the subuittigh
schools. Bergen County’s Project Literacy repdré t
over 30 million Americans are functionally illiteéea—
they cannot read beyond the fifth grade leveluttifer
reports that in New Jersey half of the six milleatults
in the state have literacy problems — an estimaitedof
every four have difficulty in reading a bus schedul
totaling a bank deposit slip, or understanding the
precautions on a medicine bottle.

It is for these reasons that | hope more clubs will
consider working with CALS in your area. The
foundation for supporting this existing program bagn
laid and everyone benefits. This is just one moag we
can help people — even if it is one person at a.tim

For more information, contact me at Jteetsell@aol.c
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Ketawela Kanishta
Vidyalaya is a state

run school conducting
classes up to General
Certificate of

Education Ordinary

level, located in the remote

o . it
village of Ketawela which is approximately 150 knom
Colombo (capital of Sri Lanka). The children arenfr very
poor farming families who cannot even afford to hogtwear.
The school conducts its education program accoriitiige Sri
Lanka Ministry of Education curricula.

Approximately four years ago, the Rotary Club ofla@abo
West (D. 3220) was approached to assist this scasahe
children were keen in learning English and thougythad a
committed English teacher by the name of Wilbert
Ranasinghe, the school lacked basic facilitiess Ti¢luded a
library, books in English and external assistamoenfthose
who could assist them in the teaching of EnglidRotarian
Sebastian Karunakaran, a member of the Rotary @lub
Colombo West, who has a long association with &teand
Rotaract got interested and visited Ketawela Kdaish
Vidyalaya.

He was determined after that visit to get assigtafioc this
school as the children communicated with him in IEhgand
showed eagerness in advancing even though they liverg
in a remote village. His immediate reaction wag tbalombo
West adopts this school and assists them not onBniglish
but also in Computer literacy. The club approveoudget of
Rs 500,000.00 for the construction of a library luding
furniture, books and four computers.

Sponsors were found to collect the money, a shoe
manufacturer agreed to donate shoes to the childnenthe
Hong Kong and Shanghai Banking Corporation donated
school bags to the children. The money contribubsd
sponsors was spent on the construction of the $dlary

and purchase of four computers with installed safewv

The school English teacher, Wilbert Ranasinghe haug
English to the children not only during school @bt also
after school hours, with no additional remuneratifives of
Colombo West Rotarians visited the school every kwee
enhance the children’s English skills. A few of ttieildren
were brought to Colombo and trained by the Toadinsis
Club. The following year, 100% of the students vgab for the
GCE(O/L) examination conducted by the Governmengof
Lanka passed in the subject of English. This wagreat
achievement for this small rural school and it hedsthe
children’s confidence.

At a recently held conference organized by theiBees of Sri
Lanka at the Presidential Secretariat to announbdational
program to teach English and IT in all state schotlle vote
of thanks was delivered by a girl from Ketawela Yéthya.
This conference was attended by international sepatives
from most counties in Asia who were impressed ligyspeech
and the President of Sri Lanka thereafter offergzistance in
sending the girl to India for higher education.

Rotarian Karunakaran (Karu) and other Rotariansdeecthat
the next stage for the school was improving ITrdity. Most
children had a fair knowledge of computers by ofiegathe
donated computers however they were not receivitegjaate
training to advance in IT literacy. Therefore, agtion a
proposal by a Committee headed by Rotarian Karmi,ctbb
decided that each of the children from ages 5 to(8@
children) be given a laptop to empower these childo be a
part of the global economy. They evaluated and diéetito
purchase the OLPC laptop which was developed by the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (USA) forldrein in
developing countries designed for constructive Kimg in
every child to learn on their own.

The key features of the OLPC laptop are
Solar powered
Can communicate with each other
In built camera, microphone, speaker and oscillpsco
Weather proof
Light weight (1.45kg)
In built educational programs customized to loaaltent
Would not get damaged even if dropped accidentally
Parts can be easily removed and re-assembled tijda c

The Rotary Club of Colombo West felt that this effshould

not be limited to Ketawela Kanishta Viyalaya butegpanded

as a national project. As the funding availabléhe club was
limited and the club wanted to focus on other prigd¢o assist
the community, Rotarian Karu suggested the formatiban
independent Trust. The CHART Foundation was forrred
August 2008 and was sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Colombo West including the initial capital of R®30,000.00.
CHART stands for Catalyst to Harness and AdvancealRu
Talent. The CHART Foundation Board of Trustees sia®of
senior Rotarians, leading educationists, leading
professionals and entrepreneurs.
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District Literacy Task Force Chair, Rotarian MotanGeorge,

reports that the new District Governor of Dist8&30, Anand
Worathur, has set a goal of 100% literacy in 162alkwillages
in the Tamil Nadu of India. On average there &@ families
in each village with 40 to 50 adults who have rmeyto
school. To help these people become literate amctibnal in
mathematics about 100 days of school will be reglirin a
partnership with the government, Rotary wants toeae
100% literacy in these villages by the year 2014.

The District Collector is the supervisor of the gnramme in
each village along with a battery of other volunseeRotary’s
role is to provide each village with a group of cuitted
Rotarians to implement the project, to liaise wfth
programme coordinator and to create an awarendhs in
village prior to commencement of the classes. Rbmrians
will have help from Interactors and Rotaractors.

At the end of each individual programme, officiafghe State
Resource Centre will visit the village and condseninple
testing and if satisfied the village will be deedras 100%
literate.

One of the largest parts of the project is for Rates and
families to continue to visit the villages to encage the
villagers and to provide small gifts for their diyday needs,
such as 1/2 kg of sugar, on a weekly basis. Rotarare also
expected to monitor the instructors and receivebithly
reports on progress.

In the photograph to the left, DG
Anand Worathur can be seen
speaking at the recent inaugural
function of the “100% Literacy”
project. C. Rajendran, Collector of
Vellore, can be seen in the middle
of the photograph.
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The following was submitted by Rosa Maria
Acevedo deVazquez, Literacy Coordinator for
Central and South America: (I have included the
story in English and Spanish.)

The Rotary Club of Celaya Nat-tha-hi in Districto@]
Mexico, recently delivered 2000 books and
dictionaries to primary schools in the Celaya area.

Rotarians went to the schools in six separate group
each group consisting of six Rotarians, each gtoup
different schools.

Las fotografias son del evento en el que se artrag
libros y diccionarios a una escuela primaria deagzepor
parte de un equipo del club Celaya Nat-tha-hinéeegaron
600 ejemplares; se conformaron 6 equipos en el club
formado cada equipo por seis socias y cada eqigpo h
entrega en diferentes escuelas, en total se ergregasi
2,000 libros y diccionarios.

A los libros se les pegaron etiquetas con La Prueba
Cuadruple, y se les ensefid a los nifios a usac@bdario
buscando las palabras de La Prueba Cuadrupleotcesss
estuvieron un dia completo en cada escuela
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PDG Steve Messner is District Chair for Literacy fo
D. 7390. Steve reports that several club presideane
called him asking what their club could do to suppo
America’s Promise and promote literacy. America’s
Promise supports activities that result in the
identification and provision of resources needed by
young people to help them succeed in life.

Those resources may include something as simple as
providing books for preschool children that carrded

to them by caring adults. It might mean that thegd a
pair of eye glasses so that they can read. Itinniggan
that they need dental work so that they can cldadys
on reading exposure activities.

Research has confirmed that around seven thousamd n
circuits are developed in ones brain every second.
Children need exposure to stimulations that wsufein
positive brain development. We can't take it fearged
that each child will be exposed to the necessary
processes that will enhance brain growth. We theeld
things that will insure that each child is provideith
those positive experiences.

This past year twelve Central Pennsylvania Rotdmp€
worked with a group of primary partners to provide
resources for young children so that they wouldehav
opportunity to be more successful in school. Mben
three hundred children from the Greater HarristAngpn
received vision testing at the Foose Elementary&lan
Harrisburg with all children who needed eye glasses
receiving them. They also received books to e=ad
well as other materials that encouraged reading®xe.

In addition, the fifth graders from across the aty
Harrisburg read thousands of books to preschool and
kindergarten students. The photo to the right show
some of the children and their “readers”. This was
another effort that brought Rotarians togethehwther
primary partners to ensure that the resources desde
our youth were delivered to them. PDG Ben Hoogdr |
a campaign to encourage new mothers to read to thei
children providing “Please Read To Me” t-shirts and
books in the Greater York area.

Each club has an opportunity to improve the livethe

children in the area in which they live. It dodgake a lot
of money to help a child. When Rotary Governor ien
visits a club, clubs are asked to take time toudisavith her
ways in which they can help. Governor Connielieen a

leader in assuring that many young people haverautdhe

eye glasses they need to read. She has suppuogted t

Community Engagement efforts of Capital Beginniimys
Dauphin County as well as the club efforts throughbe
Rotary 7390 District.

Here are some things your club can do:

Encourage your club to celebréatgernational
Literacy Day on September 8.

Encourage your club to celebratiéeracy
Month in March .

Encourage your club to provide resources for
young children during these events including
such resources as books.

Encourage your club to seek the District Literacy
Award.

Encourage your club to do a vocational service
literacy project.

Encourage your club to partner with others to
promote America’s Promise and literacy.
Encourage your club to participate in an event
that celebrates your clubs successes in the
America’s Promise literacy area.




THE FUTURE OF ROTARY
IS IN YOUR HANDS

General Coordinator:  Richard Hattwick
Assistant Coordinator: / 0

richardhattwick @bellsourtet
1)

Area Coordinators

Asia: Saowalak Rattanavich
South Pacific, South Asia: 2 ,

Africa, parts of Europe: ) 3

Europe Pierre-Louis Doucet
Central, South America:
North America (US, Can.) Roger Hayward

Zone Coordinator
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